INTR O D U C RN
Brief History of Nene

‘On October 14th 1975 the Minister of State for Further
Education opened Nene College. This institution was born
from the amalgamation of three separate colleges in a town
which had historically had little in the form of Higher
Education for over 600 years. After the battle of
Northampton in 1264, King Henry Ill dissolved the short
lived rebel University and education in the town turned its
attention to artisan training. A sequence of events in the
1970's brought the College into being and gave it a campus to
be proud of, in an expanding and affluent area. The teacher
education crisis in 1979 was a mixed blessing for it prompted
the college to diversify, and look beyond the realm of teacher
training. Today Nene College has grown onto two academic
locations; Park and Avenue Campuses, offering science, art
and hs itie 1 from d the
world. Both campuses hold individual identities as well their
‘own mix of cultural and historical backgrounds.

Park Campus is the chief residential setting for the college. Its
80 acres of land provide a spectacular backdrop for students
studying on campus. Historically the campus was a royal
deer park which later developed into an agricultural estate
based on the northern edge of Northampton.

Academically, Nene was granted the power to award its own
degrees in November 1993. In October 1995 the Higher
Education Quality Council stated that Nene had “high
aspirations, not least for the quality of provision for teaching
and research, which, if fulfiled will stand it in good stead as it
seeks to achieve full university status in the near future”
Nene College is the only institution in the English speaking
‘world which offers Leather Studies as a course and has.
facilities to match these needs. In 1982 students and staff of
the British School of Leather Technology aided the restoration
of leather relics from Henry VIII's flag ship, the Marie Rose.

A£50 million development programme has allowed Nene to
offer a new range of facilities to students. The library has
more than doubled its floor area in recent times. The college’s
IT centre boasts 24 hour access as well as providing the latest
technology available at no cost to its users! Recreational and
cultural activities flourish throughout the campus with Nene
having successful teams in most major sporting areas as well
as strong performance traditions contributing to the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

HEPASRIGRL S QK

R-E S 1 D EINGGCHE NENE + NORTHAMPTON
| College of Higher Education
Halls of Residence were established when the College first |

opened in 1975. The first four residential blocks were named
after Kirkby Fields (Kirkby Hall), John Clare (Clare Hall)
| and two personalities who aided the growth of
education locally, Doddridge Hall and Dryden
Hall. These were the foundations for further
halls to be built in the future. Nene has
recently completed the newest of its
residences; William Carey, which was.
built on campus in 1995. These Halls
together with a seventh building of
accommodation in town
accommodate
approximately 1400
first year

students.

Typically
six to eight
students occupy a
bedroom each
within individual
| flas, sharing a
kitchen (and in older
halls bathrooms,
showers and WC's).
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Nene has a modern campus which occupies a high quality environment set in woodland and

playing fields. We hope to share some of the facilities we offer together with an insight into some

of the finer details about the college campus.
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Margaret Bondfield (1873 - 1949)
MP for Northampton 1923 - 24. First Labour MP for
Northampton who served in the first ever Labour
Government.

Charles Bradlaugh (1833 - 1891)
Atheist, social reformer, MP for Northampton 1880 - 1891.
Persistently refused to take religious parliamentary oath.
Statue erected in Abington Square in 1894.

Ashton
Near Roade, has medieval church with many treasures
including rare wooden figures and Norman tub font.

Brampton
Church and Chapel Brampton - two small villages built on
Spencer estate land NW of Northampton.

British School of Leather Technology

The School and tannery were built with a donation from the
Worshipful Company of Leathersellers, one of the oldest of
the medieval craft guilds, established to discourage
charlatans practising within the trade.

William Carey 761 - 1834)
Famous Baptist pastor and missionary in India. Born in
Paulerspury, founded chapel at Moulton. Baptised in the

River Nene.
Cottesbrooke

Attractive Georgian Hall, also well known for its gardens
and superb collection of sporting pictures. Alleged to be the
original of Jane Austen’s ‘Mansfield Park’.

John Clare (1763 - 1864)
The ‘peasant poet’. Born in poverty at Helpston, near
Peterborough and died insane at St. Andrew’s Hospital in
Northampton.

Delapre

Cluniac nunnery in Northampton (De La Pré), also known
as the Abbey of St Mary de Prates. Founded by Simon de
Senlis IT in Stephen’s reign; dissolved in 1538.

Kenneth Horne (1913 - 1996)
Horne took over the Robert Horne Paper Company from his
father and through the Kenneth Horne Trust has been a
major benefactor of Northampton.

Fawsley

16th Century Hall, ancestral home of the Knightly family
for over 500 years. 13th century church with Knightly
‘memorials.

Spencer Perceval (1762 - 1812)

MP for Northampton 1796 - 1812, latterly Prime Minister.
Shot in the lobby of the House of Commons, the only British
Prime Minister to have been assassinated.

Simon de Senlis (de St Liz) (@1115)
Norman Knight, First Earl of Northampton, founded
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built Northampton Castle
and the town walls to consolidate Norman rule. Fought in
the It Crusade. His widow married David 1st of Scotland,
bringing Northampton under the fiefdom of the Scottish
Royal House.

Bernard Sunley (1910 - 1964)
Sunley was a highly successful local industrialist who
perceived the need for post war industrial management
training,

Restaurant
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Charlotte Meyer's

sculpture, Journey’, was

commissioned to celebrate

The Wellingtonia Tree

programme. live for 4000 years and

grow to 365 feet high. runs down to Kingsthorpe Grove.
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for students on campus. The white painted

B G exposed steel frame of this building makes

some years, the tall hedges form a roosting site for
hundreds of green finches and
other small birds.
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The Kenneth Horne Centre
On this site a new Senate Building donated by the
Kenneth Horne Charitable Trust is being built.
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View to Moulton

In the late 18th century, the Second Earl of
Stafford applied castellations to most of the buildings on
His estate near Moulton. Look out for the castellated arch
of Spectacle Lane and the later Holly Lodge.

The original college buildings including Holdenby, John Clare & Charles Bradlaugh Halls of
the site of the former St. Andrews Hospital annexe, Home Farm. Designed by COPA, a consortsum of private architects
in the lead it H d A ice Stis

Alf Bond. Their

the extension to Northampton’s Guildhall.

STUDENTS' & VISITORS' CAR PARK
AND BUS STOPS.

Margaret Bondfield Halls
of Residence

Margaret Bondfield (1873-1949)

First Labour MP for Northampton 1923-24. She
served th first ever Labour Government in the
Ministry of Labour.

‘The sculpture at the entrance to the campus is
Roland Piché *s ‘Bird of Transformation’ which
is based on the Ibis bird, venerated in Egyptian
mythology.
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Grendon
In Nene Valley. Church with Norman sundial and doorway
together with brass depicting two military men from the
battle of Bosworth Field.

Holdenby (Local pronunciation ‘Honeby')
Once the largest house in England; home of Sir Christopher
Hatton, favourite of Queen Elizabeth I. In 1646 Charles I
was arrested and later imprisoned here pending his trial
and execution in 1647.

Kelmarsh

Kelmarsh Church, with its huge 15th century tower and
spire was restored and partially rebuilt in 1874, the interior
being refurbished with coloured marble from Rome. The
Hall North of the Church was built in 1730 by James Gibbs,
a follower of Sir Christopher Wren.

Lamport

17th Century hall built by John Webb, pupil of Inigo Jones.
Home to Isham family for many centuries. Lamport known
as the bleakest spot on the coach run from London to York,
on account of its high position.

Naseby
Famous and decisive battle of the Civil War was fought here
in 1645. Cromwell's great day.

Oundle

Famous school, founded 16th century by Sir William
Laxton, Grocer’s Company endowment. Many lovely old
stone buildings in the town.

' Rockingham

View of Northampton,

Holton's Lane, an ancient footpath that

‘The Students’ Union Building is the social focus

CGastle in heart of ancient royal Rockingham forest.
Continuous occupation by Watson family from 1553.
Dickens wrote much of ‘Bleak House’ here.

Sulgrave
Ancestral home of Washingtons from Tudor times - bought
from Henry VIII by Laurence Washington, a cousin to the
Spencers of Althorp. The original Stars and Stripes (3 stars
and 2 bars) can be seen on the house porch.

OPEN UP FOR CAMPUS TRAIL

igher Sports Fields
Behind the Cottesbrooke building lies a
footpath that links Boughton Green Road

the completion of the first B i Tt e with Bradlaugh Fields. The fields contain
phase of Nene's £50 UK in 1853 from the local nature reserves. Beyond the path are
million development Sierra Nevada. They can Nene's new sports fields together with

dramatic contribution to the centre of the campus.




