100 years and countiﬁg\._.’.’

The University of Northampton celebrated 100 years of leather
education at The British School of Leather Technology this year,
and now we're set to launch a £multi-million campaign to take
it into the 21st Century.

This special centenary insert looks at the history of leather
education and sets down a marker for excellence at The University
of Northampton for the next 100 years.



1909

Leathersellers’ Company Technical College

On Friday 1 October 1909, Mr
David Wotherspoon, Master of
Leathersellers’ Company, presided
over the opening ceremony of
the Leathersellers’ Company
Technical College, at 176 Tower
Bridge Road, Bermondsey,
London. Built at the Company's
expense, this £20,000
philanthropic investment was a
significant donation and signalled
a commitment to leather
education. Dr Gordon Parker,
Principal, declared that the
College would be the finest

of its kind in the world.

The aims of the college were

to meet every requirement of
training. Equipped with all the
plant and machinery necessary
for instruction in every branch
of leather manufacture, it
comprised of a practical model
heavy leather tannery capable of
dealing with 30 hides per week.
There was a light leather tan-
house large enough to deal with
over 300 skins per week, a dye-
house fitted with drums, paddles,
trays and striking-out tables; a
machine shop for the finishing
of light and heavy leathers; and
a small currying shop.

1951

The 1944 Education Act
extended the provision of
facilities for technical education
and in 1951 the Leathersellers’
Technical College became the

- National Leathersellers' College,
for the leather industry.

_ 2005

Awarded full 'University' title and
research degree awarding powers

- a recognised 'kite mark' of quality,

The University of Northampton.

2000

Formation of a joint venture
company with BLC called BLC
Leathersellers’ Research Centre
to undertake joint research.

1999

The Privy Council agreed the new

College Northampton.

institutional title of University

{orthampton Technical College.

Opportunities for
Youths in_the
Leather Trade.
e
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1910

The Leathersellers’
Company's College
Pass List

Leather Tanning: Kenneth D
Marlett, Philip V Hunt, James T
Terrell, James F Lovell, Walter D
Williamson, William T Hughes,
Stanley Jeffery, Henry W Johnson,
William Sullivan

Dressing of Skins: Surendrenath
Bose, Kartick C. Sen, John K
Russell, Cartos Portocarrero, Shah
M Naimutullah, Leslie B Sutfcliffe,
Austin Marvin, Harold N. .
Heppenstall, Frederick W. Adlam,
Sidney Page, Hugh C. Rickastson,
Muhammad Nawab-ud-Din,
Alfred S Warren, William Sewell,
David C Chisholm.

Leather Dyeing: Surendrenath
Bose, Kartick C. Sen, Richard T.
Rout, John K. Russell, Cartos
Portocarrero, David C Chisholm,
Hugh C Rickatson, Shah M
Naimutullah, Leslie B Sutcliffe,
Albert Lion.

1920
The Corium Club
inauguration

The Corium Club was
inaugurated in 1920 and in
it's early days the club was
the social organisation for
Leathersellers’ students
organising dances, concerts
and 'smokers'. On completion
of his or her course at the
College it was envisaged
that each student becomes
a life member. This principle
still holds true today.

The word 'corium' is used by
tanners to describe that part

of the true dermis which is
formed by an interlocking, three
dimensional network of collagen
fibre bundles which are in tumn
made up of fibres and fibrils.

The concept of the corium
layer epitomises the ethos
of the Corium Club a fraternal

network of people with a i
common interest - leather.

Corium Club members are
spread throughout the world, ¢
wherever leather is made.

1976

The College
amalgamates
with Nene
College

The College amalgamated with
the leather department at Nene
College in 1976 and a new
centre for leather education was
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et Northampton merged in a new
\ purpose designed building at the
Park Campus of Nene College.
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L At the same time the British
e Leather Confederation relocated
to the Science Park nearby.

1991

In order to better reflect the
international nature of the
establishment it was renamed
British School of Leather Technology.

| 1992

After successfully operating
Diploma and Certificate courses
for nearly 100 years BSLT
launched a BSc (Hons) Leather
Technology. In the same year,
with the support of
Leathersellers Company a
research group was established
and the first MPhil was awarded.

} 1995

Taught MSc Leather Technology
launched for graduate entrants
to the industry.

. 1996

First PhD awarded in Leather Technology.
This was also the first PhD achieved in
the College as a whole.

18 — 19 July 2009

Centenary Celebrations

The Vice Chancellor officially
launched the Centenary
celebrations at the Asia Pacific
Leather Fair, Hong Kong at a
Corium reception. Over 100
guests attended the event,
which included a reception
and fashion show, featuring
leather fashion garments and
accessories produced by the
fashion pathway students at
the University.

Ann Tate, Vice Chancellor said:
“We look forward to sharing a
vision that will see us building
on our strengths, embracing
new innovation in order to
deliver vital and exciting
education and research
programmes”.

The celebrations during the
weekend of 18 — 19 July 2009
at the University, Park Campus,
culminated when over 250
guests from the leather and
fashion industries across the
world met to share memories,
hear about the future plans
for the University's Institute
and enjoy a salon fashion -
show featuring designs by
current BA(Hons) Fashion

and Fashion Footwear and

Accessories students using
leather kindly donation by
our supporters.

The highlight of the evening
was an award ceremony to
honour the contributions
made to leather education
over the last 100 years. The
full list of winners:

+ Philanthropy and Support -
The Leathersellers' Company
Special mention for
Philanthropy and Support -
Jonathan Cooke

» Sustainability and the
Environment - Richard
Daniels

* Research - Tony Covington
» Innovation - Mike Redwood
+ Design - Coach Inc

+ Manufacturing - Tony
Marriott

+ Journalism - Bob Higham

+ Special mention for
Journalism - Shelagh Davy

» Education - Colin Jones

+ Supplying the Industry -
John Basford

+ Lifetime Contribution -
Robert Sykes

The celebrations continued

into Sunday with a trip to
London for breakfast with
fashion designer Zandra
Rhodes, as well as a tour

of Bermondsey. A reception
and lunch at Leathersellers'
Hall concluded events and
recognised the generous
support of The Leathersellers'
Company to leather education
over the last century.




Looking to the future

The launch of a groundbreaking
new Institute will see
collaboration between the
School of The Arts and the
School of Applied Sciences,
embracing innovation in the
complementary fields of
leather, fashion and design.
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Global leader

The Institute will' build on the international
reputation of the British School of Leather
Technology (BSLT) as a global leader in leather
education, research and innovation by:

+ Significantly extending collaborative teaching
with international institutions and leather-
related organisations, together with the range
and nature of these relationships

+ Expanding existing contributions towards
skills development, livelihood enhancement

and environmental sustainability in developing

countries

+ Engaging actively with local, regional and
international communities, creating an
industry advisory body to shape future
University programmes

Investing in leadership

The University is committing nearly £3 million
towards the initial phases of the development
between 2009 and 2012, Our partners’ support
will help us take our plans forward — you too
could be part of this ground-breaking Institute.

This highly prestigious social investment
opportunity needs your support. If you
would like to know more about how you

can invest in the University's vision, please
email Debbie Greaves, Head of Development,
debbie.greaves@northampton.ac.uk

or telephone +44 (0) 1604 893328




