CAMPUS
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME

One of the first tasks new Governors and a new
Directorate set themselves after incorporation
in 1989 was the physical development of the
institution. The appointment of retained
architects and the production of an estate
strategy enabled Nene to bid successfully for
support from the Polytechnics and Colleges
Funding Council. This, together with capital
monies secured from the College's revenue
budgets and later monies generated through a
Business Expansion Scheme (BES), has enabled
Nene to invest the remarkable sum of £25
million in buildings in the past four years. This
booklet deals with the earlier part of the
programme in which refurbishment, extensions
and new buildings have already transformed the
heart of the Park Campus between 990 and
1994,

¢ Our mission is to provide an environment
which is welcoming and secure, which sets
high standards and raises aspirations,
which encourages everyone to achieve
their fullest potential. An environment of
which staff and students can be proud. )

Martin Gaskell
Director
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Restaurant

The design of the Restaurant was conceived not only to cater for 500
customers at any one time, but also to act as a focal point for the campus.

[t is a modern solution providing a ‘pavilion” in parkland, which meets not
only the catering requirements of a residential community but also
contributes to the spirit and heart of collegiate life for all students. It is
extrovert, forward looking and exciting, but still an efficient and considered
building. It allows Nene to boast a facility that few others can match.

INVESTMENT

The restaurant cost £1,283,517 at a price of £874.82 per sq. m. This
includes all furniture, fittings, fixtures and landscaping.

CONTRACT AND PROGRAMME

Bowmer & Kirkland Limited built the restaurant to budget and within the
nine-month programme. The Architects' Journal described the building as
a ‘classic solution of an elegantly proportioned and immaculately detailed
pavilion’. The result is a remarkable achievement, considering the budget
and daunting time scale.




To allow the College to meet the ever increasing academic requirements L‘ b

of its students, the floor area of the Library has been more than doubled, I ra ry
The original library was housed on two floors of the Holdenby building.

An existing single storey teaching facility was converted to provide extra

space and new first floor accommodation was built over this to provide a

large reading room. The new work linked previously separate facilities and

for the first time provided access for disabled students to the whole library.

INVESTMENT
The Rockingham Library cost in the region of £700,000.

CONTRACT AND PROGRAMME I o b s % " o | k

Bowmer & Kirkland Limited undertook the works and completed them in a ”i‘;‘ X e E - | T 'R

phased programme over a seven-month period. il : ‘ ! i\ fi=er L |
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’ ] This building is set at the heart of the College and is designed to provide
St u d e n ts U n |0 n recreational, refreshment and advice facilities for its student members. It
houses all the union offices and a games room on the ground floor, whilst
the first floor provides a large open space with both bar and catering
facilities. The Students' Union also has a paved area to allow outside
functions to be held throughout the year.
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INVESTMENT
The Students' Union cost £843,370, at a cost of £744.00 per sq. m.

¢ ¥ : Ly Wl CONTRACT AND PROGRAMME
Once again, the programme and budgets were testing. Built by
Northampton based Ronson Builders & Contractors Limited, the project
took just nine months to complete, within the contract sum.




The Cottesbrooke Building was designed for the Faculty of Management
and Business, and took account of their need to meet the professional
requirements of the business community. The building has some 36
lecture/ seminar rooms to cater for groups of 25 to 50 students and two
large lecture rooms with state-of-the-art lecture facilities. These not only
allow 150 students to attend a lecture, but also permit lectures to be
recorded and referred to at a later date. Cottesbrooke caters for 2,000
students and provides extensive tutorial and administration space.

INVESTMENT
The Cottesbrooke building was built for
£2,966,968, at a cost of £620.00 per sq. m.

CONTRACT AND PROGRAMME
The project was competitively tendered with
Bowmer & Kirkland being awarded the contract.
The time scale was challenging and allowed only
{4 months from the initial sketch scheme through
to completion. Once again, the project was
completed on time and within the budgets agreed
by the Funding Councils.




Residences

The Margaret Bondfield Hall was built for 210 first-year students in single
study bedrooms grouped around communal facilities for six or eight
people in self catering accommodation. The Hall is built to a much higher
standard and cost less than many similar buildings elsewhere. This was
achieved by extremely careful budgeting and utilising competitive tendering
for practically every element of the building,

To quote one student, 'We couldn't believe the standard. I fact, you could
argue that it is too good for students!. The design team do not agree. Nene
students deserve the best that available funds can achieve,

INVESTMENT
The Margaret Bondfield Hall cost £2,593,070, at a cost of
£642.06 per sa. m,

CONTRACT AND PROGRAMME

This was the first new building undertaken by Nene after
incorporation in 1989. it took only fourteen months from
the first design sketches to completion. Wilcon
Construction took just |2 months to build the Hall, on time
and to budget.



MAIN ENTRANCE,
HOLDENBY BUILDING
The glazed entrance and new
reception area now provides a
modern and welcoming
environment, seen here floodlit

at night.

INFORMATION

TECHNOLOGY

COMPUTER CENTRE

The former refectory, kitchen and junior
common room have been transformed to
provide a modern new lecture theatre and eight
rooms with over 200 workstations linked into the
College network and available to students 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

| PROFESSIONAL

Refurbishment Programme

Alongside the new building programme, Nene has also completed a number of major
refurbishments providing additional and improved facilities for important areas within the
College.

Examples are the new Information Technalogy Computer Centre, the new entrance
and reception area for the Holdenby Building and the Professional Practice Unil at
Avenue Campus. These all show how good quality environments have been achieved
economically.

PRACTICE UNIT
This refurbished teaching area

_ provides a modern office

environment, equipped with
computerised workstations
which allows students to follow
the practices and procedures of
the Construction industry.
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FUNDING

The Higher Education Funding Council for

England (HEFCE) and its predecessor body the
Polytechnics and Colleges Funding Council
(PCFC), for financial support to the value of
nearly £6m.

RETAINED ARCHITECTS

GSS

Gotch, Saunders and Surridge,

Chartered Architects and Quantity Surveyors,
35 Headlands, Kettering, Northamptonshire
also at

2 Spencer Parade, Northampton.

MAIN BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

Bowmer and Kirkland Limited, Belper,
Derbyshire.

Deeley Northampton Limited,
Northampton.

M ] Green,
Northampton.

Ronson Builders and Contractors Limited,
Northampton.

SDC Builders Limited,
Bedford.

Wilcon Construction Limited,
Northampton.

Title

Halls of Residence 1991
Health Building
Cottesbrooke
Students‘ Union
Restaurant

Library Phase lll
Sulgrave

Halls of Residence 1994

Start on Site Date

August 1990
June 1991
November 1991
April 1992
November 1992
March 1993
July 1993
September 1993

Completion Date

September 1991
February 1992
September 1992
December 1992
July 1993
September 1993
December 1993
September 1994
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