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£ditorial
Welcome back once againité the
alumni magazine. We have
deliberately avoided dubbing it THe
Millennium Issue' BT there are any
graduates out there who were
responsible (wholliFor partlyl) for
designing the London Eyve, the Dome,
vibrating millénniuwm bridges or the
perfect champagne, et us Know and
we'll give youfull coverage next time
around! hisivear however, we have a
grand claim of our own. For the first
time, this'magazine is being posted to
all former students for whom we have
records. We would be delighted to
receive feedback from all readers — new
and old. As ever, thanks are due to the
increasing numbers of vou who put
pento paper or keyboard to email and
contact the office with stories and
updates for
inclusion.

This is YOUR magazine. Many thanks
alsa to the hundreds of yvou who
responded to the questionnaire
which went out last time. Your
help was greatlyr appreciated. It
appears that 90% of you would
be interested in attending a
reunion event and 67%

would like the invitation

to be extended to

partners.

You spoke. We listéned. The

result is a proposed Grand 25th
Anniversary Reunion (see leaflet).

If you are interested in attending,
please let us know by returning the
form as soon as possible — use the reply
paid envelope provided for the update
(questionnaire,

To those who completed the course
feedback questions and kindly offered
their contact details for ongoing career
tracking, course teams undergoing the
arduous round of government
assessments are truly grateful.

Winner of the prize draw
for the ‘course, career and
student life* feedback was

Roy Thurgeod. A £10

voucher is in the post, The new
magazine title is still being hotly:
debated - we'll keep:you posted,

There is now a fledgling web site
for alumni. Join us at
www.northampton.ac.uk/alumni/
alumuni:htm We will be setting up
a ‘contact lost friends’ form to put
even more of yon back in touch.
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Careers

New Postgraduate Prospectus

If you've got past the I'm never going to do another exam again’ stage and are
looking for further qualifications to speed your career development or follow your
interests, the new Postgraduate, Professional and Part-Time Prospectus is now
available. Contact the alumni office if you would like to receive a copy.

Alternative Careers fair

Educational and Careers Guidance
Services held an ‘Alternative Careers’
Fair for the first time this year.
Attended by 30 organisations as diverse
as Voluntary Service Overseas, Teaching
Projects Abroad, Northampton
Volunteer Bureau and the Waterway
Recovery Group the main aim of the
day was to encourage students to get
involved in projects where they can
develop the skills and contacts they
need to get a job best suited to their
talents. Exhibitors and students found
the day useful and stimulating.

Careers Award

The prestigious KPMG Prize for the
Higher Education Careers Services
materials was won this year by the
team at UCN. All materials were
produced in-house, some in
conjunction with the institution’s
Learning Development Centre. Judges
particularly welcomed the ‘succinct and
portable nature’ of the materials!

An Exhibitor from Voluntary Service
Overseas at the Alternative Careers Fair

Attention Year
2000 Graduates!!!

Educational & Careers Guidance
Services are available to you for as
long as you need us!!

HELP for you

¢ if you have no idea what to do
next or where to start

¢ if you are finding it difficult to
narrow down your ideas

¢ if you want to get into a specific
career

¢ if you want your CV checked (in
person or by email)

* if you want to look at job
vacancies

HELP from you:

All we ask is that you reply to the

survey form we will be mailing to

you at the end of September and tell

us what you expect to be doing at

the start of 2001 — whatever that

may be!

If you no longer live in

Northampton, you may be able to

use other university careers services

— just contact the one nearest to

where you live or ring us for more

information.

01604 735500 ext 3162

New Career opportunities for UCN Graduates

University College Northampton have
joined a growing number of
Universities who are taking advantage
of The WorkBank to give its graduates
even more suppott after they have
graduated.

The WorkBank Recruitment Company
Ltd is opening their next new office at
University College Northampton this
summer. Wotrking exclusively with the
University, The WorkBank will be
providing graduates from UCN with a
new service offering large quantities of
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great graduate opportunities.
Whatever sector you want to work in
and wherever in the country you want
to work The WorkBank may well be
able to help.

The WorkBank is placing graduates
with organisations, large and small,
everyday. The WorkBank doesn't just
generate great opportunities for UCN
graduates but also will support you all
the way through the recruitment
process for any job you wish them to
pursue for you.

All the jobs offer good salaries,
training and career development.
Based in the heart of the University,
The WorkBank is accessible for all
graduates, past and present. And even
if you are no longer local to UCN, The
WorkBank has other offices around
the UK where you can meet them to
discuss what you are looking for.

To get The WorkBank working

for you call them now on
0800 496 1568
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News

TED HEATH LAUNCHES
CHINA CENTRE AT PARK
L
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Sir Edward Heath shares a moment with
His Excellency Ma Zhengang

A new China Centre based at UCN,
was officially launched by its patron
The Rt.Hon.Sir Edward Heath at an
inaugural conference in November
last year. Chinese Ambassador to the
U.K,, His Excellency Ma Zhengang,
was also present at the launch to give
his support to this highly innovative
Centre, as were a number of eminent
scholars of the Chinese economy and
experts on Chinese business
opportunities. The centre aims to
encourage constructive and friendly
relations and understanding between
the peoples of Britain and China,
encompassing academic, commercial,
social and cultural activities. To these
ends, the Centre will provide services,
including much needed language and
marketing expertise, to local firms
who wish to operate within China.
An academic from the Beijing Foreign
Studies University is currently
working at the University College and
will be available to give language
tuition to scholars and businesses.

Finns visit UCN for
‘best practice’ in
early years teaching

Who's having more fun? Three members
of the Finnish delegation with pupils
from St Gregory's School in Northampton

A group of Finnish local councillors
visited Northampton in March to
pick up examples of best practice in
the teaching of lower primary aged
children. The reasons for the visit
were largely political — Finnish
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children currently start school at the
not-so-tender age of 7, but there are
plans to lower the age to 6. The
benefits of the style of teaching
young children that the visitors saw
was the emphasis on play - as the
Finnish coordinator commented “the
children here are happy. It's
important to understand the meaning
of play.” St Gregory’s School is
unusual in that very few primary
schools do have links with Europe —
they even have a designated

European coordinator!

THE UCN COURT AWARD

Colin and Caroline Bradbury at the
Court Awards

Recipient of the 6! College Court
Award was Colin Bradbury. Dean of
Students for 16 years, his remit is the
welfare of all Hall students, a 24 hour
job if ever there was one. In
introducing the award, Assistant
Rector Dr Anthony Berry explained
“Colin oversees what is effectively
equivalent to a small village. He is
both friend and priest and displays
the highest professional skills. He is a
professional at the height of his
powers and should be congratulated
for his major role in creating a safe,
secure and happy campus.”

Continued Success for
Mentoring Scheme

Mentors from Northamptonshire
Police, Mencap, Barclaycard and
Barclays Bank were awarded

certificates on 24th May to recognise
their efforts in helping 12 ethnic
minority students at University
College Northampton. All mentors
spent many hours of their time
between November and April helping
the students in the workplace and
giving them a positive professional
role model and confidence in their

own abilities.

‘GREEN’ INTERNET
SITE FOR TEACHERS
LAUNCHED

The School of Environmental Science
has launched a new Internet web-site
to encourage the promotion of

environmentally friendly methods of
wastes management. It will provide a
useful resource for teachers, students
and those associated with the
collection, treatment and disposal of
waste. Secondary schools around the
country have been circulated with the
details and response has been
positive. The site can be found at:

www.northampton.ac.uk/~wasteresource

The project has been sponsored by
Biffaward and produced in
collaboration with the Institute of

Wastes Management.

‘HOW | LEARNED TO STOP
" WORRYING AND LOVE BUFFY
' THE VAMPIRE SLAYER!' UCN'S
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
WOMEN AND LEISURE
HAILED A SUCCESS

* A highly successful national
conference entitled: “Serious
Pleasure: Women, Empowerment

. and Enjoyment” was held at
University College Northampton this

.summer. The theme of women and
leisure was discussed in a wide
variety of ways. There were papers
on women pop music fans, women
working in the leisure industry,
sexuality in film, women’s utopias

. and fantasies represented in fiction.
As an intellectual look at populist
representations of women, the day
proved to be a huge hit, with UCN’s
own Lorna Jowett giving a paper on

| the headline title, Louise Evans
talking on the Spice Girls as feminist

“icons and Michele Barzey giving an
analysis of ‘The Full Monty'!

FILM AND MEDIA

J CHAINSAWS
g ON CAMPUS

Gunnar Hansen as
‘Leatherface’.
(Photo courtesy of
Bernie Watters and
Blue Dolphin Film
and Video)

On Friday 23'd June , a national
cinema tour by two of the most well
know horror stars of the 1970’s
visited Northampton. David Hess

( ‘Krug Stillo” of the still banned ‘Last
House on the Left’) and Gunnar
Hansen (‘Leatherface’ in ‘The Texas
Chainsaw Massacre’) discussed the
making, historical significance and
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reception of 1970’s American Horror
with intrigued staff and students at
UCN. This was part of a national
tour organised by Media lecturer
Xavier Mendik and coincided with
the launch of a new documentary on
the making of The Texas Chainsaw

Massacre.

|

‘Leatherface’ 30
years on — Gunnar
Hansen on tour

THE ALMOST VIRTUAL
CRONENBERG INTERVIEW -

LIVE FROM UCN

The end of last year saw UCN hosting
a live interview with film luminary
David Cronenberg in Canada,
conducted by Xavier Mendik in
Northampton. This interview,
orchestrated by the University of
Wales at Bangor, was the only one
Cronenberg had agreed to that year,
and was intended to form the
centrepiece of a videoconference
entitled 'Videodrome: David
Cronenberg Across Europe’. The
videoconference medium was
particularly apt as a key Cronenberg
theme throughout his films is how
technology and science can alter
human identity in a number of radical
ways. In true technological fashion,
the link from Bangor crashed and the
interview was finally conducted via a
single phone link! Nevertheless, the,
now audio, interview was streamed
onto the web as planned to form part
of an ‘organic’ website.

BBC invites ethnic minority
recruitment

Taking notes at the recruitiment session

On 14 March, the University College
received a visit from the BBC Fast’s
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Diversity Coordinator, Nish
Nathwani, to give a presentation to
any student interested in forging a
career in public broadcasting.
Currently of 2000 staff, only 100 are
from ethnic minorities. Keith Beech
of BBC Radio Suffolk admitted “we
have been chastised for being very
white and middle class but we're
trying to put that right. To justify the
licence fee, we need to reach out to
all sectors of the community.” The
sea change that the beeb is hoping
for has involved recruitment drives
and the creation of short term
placements. Consequently, the
organisation is offering work
experience placements of up to three
weeks during vacations as either a
broadcast journalist or broadcast
assistant.

FASHION STUDENT WINS
NATIONAL TOP PRIZE AS
ALL INSTITUTION'S ART
AND DESIGN COURSES
AWARDED UK TOP 10 SPOT
AN N

The UCN fashion show

Final year student Andi Harrison was
awarded ‘Graduate of the Year’ at the
Bhs Graduate Fashion Week. It is rare
for this accolade to be awarded to any
student outside a specialist design
college and is a fitting tribute to both
student and university college. In
the same week, the School of Art and
Design at University College
Northampton received a glowing
recommendation for its courses with
a score of 23 out of 24 (‘excellent’
according to the former protocol) in
its QAA review. This equals the score
of such prestigious institutions as the
Royal College of Art. Dean of the
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
George Savona commented that
“students at University College
Northampton follow courses which
are tailored to their needs and which
satisfy their vocational aspirations,
which provide them a showcase for
their talents and which all but
guarantee them employment in the
field of their choice.”

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NORTHAMPTON FORMALISES
LINKS WITH MOULTON

COLLEGE

University College Northampton and
Moulton College have had a long
relationship. As a result Moulton
College, in partnership with UCN,
has been able to build up its Higher
National Diploma and Degree work
in Animal Welfare, Construction,
Countryside Management and Equine
and Estates Studies. Now, with the
Government’s plans for a significant
increase in the number of students
who will be taking Higher Education
courses within Further Education
institutions, Moulton College is
planning to build on its established
reputation. A central feature of the
new arrangements will be the ring-
fencing of all HE provision at
Moulton College and placing it
within a new ‘School’ of University

College Northampton.

STUDENTS TOUR DESIGN
CAPITALS OF EUROPE WITH

LIVE SHOW

Eight students from the Graphic
Communications and teaching courses
at University College Northampton set
off on a whirlwind, whistlestop tour of
Europe to promote their work as the
up and coming young designers of the
future. Visiting the beautiful cities of
Milan, St Etienne and Paris in just six
days and travelling only by train, the
design students successfully presented
their coursework to equivalent
students at four highly regarded
European Schools of Design. Julie
Lawrence, design management
student and one of the exhibition
coordinators cites the tour as ‘one of
my major achievements’ and an
important contribution to the
management option of her degree.
With the aid of fellow student
Katherine Cockburn, Julie also raised
sponsorship from three substantial
Northampton based industries
including Fedrigoni, the world famous
Italian fine paper manufacturer whose
UK operations are based in Chapel
Brampton, ffp Packaging Solutions
and financial management specialists
Acumen.




Graduation 2000 -
the success stories

Northamptonshire Law Society Prize

The Northamptonshire Law Society
Prize was awarded this year to
Christopher Illingworth as the student
who performed best in the Legal Skills
module and who intends to go on to
practice as a solicitor. The Society were
represented by Michael P Reed,
President and a partner at Lamb and
Homes Solicitors in Kettering. Head of
the Law division at UCN Mike
Cuthbert commented “This
recognition by the legal profession is
very encouraging to the student who
faces a further three years of training
before they can successfully qualify as a
solicitor. It is also good that
Northamptonshire solicitors are
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Michael Reed of Northamptonshire Law
Society Hands the Legal Skills Prize to
Christopher lllingworth

involving themselves in the work of
UCN'’s Law School.”

Robert Horne Award

Louise Gordon of Robert Horne presents the

American Studies Awards to Richard Hopley

and Helen Henwood

Richard Hopley won the Robert Horne
American Studies award for greatest
achievement. Richard has cerebral
palsy, and has typed every assignment,
dissertation and exam, letter by letter
with his nose on a specially adapted
keyboard. Best student was Helen
Henwood. Helen was a mature
student who studied her degree part
time over six years gaining a first in
American Studies and Philosophy. "I
really enjoyed it" she said "It was hard
but on reflection I was glad that I had
chosen such a broad course. 1was
trying to prove a point to myself. [
really feel live done that!"

Shoosmiths
Prize

John Peet, Senior Partner of
Shoosmiths, awarded this prize to Kate
Featherstone, best LLB student of her
year. To dispel any myths about the
law being a dull profession, Kate’s
hobby is ‘Legend’ car racing (a sort of
classic stock car) which takes her all
over the country as she competes at the
highest level. Her family, who were
with her at her graduation ceremony,
had travelled from Edinburgh the day

fFrank Adnams
Accident &

Compensation Award
Mature student Kathy Coxhill won
the new best student award for the
module on accidents and
compensation within the Combined
Honours law degree. As a student
with a family who works full time as
matron- manager at Bethany
Homestead nursing home in
Kingsthorpe, she says “It is quite hard
when you have a full-time job and a
family. I've found it very interesting
and I can apply it to my work.
Accidents do happen at work and ;
now I know how to deal with it. I'm
totally surprised but very happy.”
Kathy will use the award towards
buying books for her course. Award
donor Frank Adnams, commented:

“I was very grateful for the assistance
given to me by a research student in
the department of law and this is a
good way of saying thankyou to the
university. I was so pleased for Kathy
— it's made her day.”

Kate Featherstone receives her Best Student
Award from John Peet of Shoosmiths

before where Kate had been competing
in a national competition.

A Family Affair

Mother and daughter Carol and Helen
Cockerton both graduated together this
July with 2:1’s in Combined Honours
majoring in Psychology (Helen minored in
Law, Carol in Personal and Organisational
Development). To complete the family
affair, Carol’s son works for University
College Northampton in the IT
department. Initially, Helen intended to go
to university directly after school, but took
a two year break. Carol accompanied
Helen to university Open Days when her
daughter decided to return to higher
education, and was struck by the number
of mature students and the changed feel of
higher education (no longer elitist, open to
all). As Carol commented of the Open
Days she attended “the excitement was
contagious.” Having been interested in
Psychology through the work she had seen

Helen undertake at ‘A’ level, Carol took an
Access Course in English, Psychology and
Business Administration at Rugby College
and progressed on to the degree at UCN.
Of this she says “I thoroughly enjoyed it:
we both did. At times it was frustrating
and very hard work - at other times we
were on top of the world.” As a mature
student, she found her tutors “very
friendly, very supportive. They treated us
the same as younger students (who were
delightful!) .” She advises other potential
mature students: “Don’t be at all nervous.
The support is very good.”

Helen is going on to pursue a Part-time
MSc in Forensic and Legal Psychology at
Leicester University, Carol will take up an
MA in Occupational Psychology with a
view towards an eventual career in
personnel.

ucnN [0S

NEWS at

Breaking New Ground

First Graduates of MA in Marketing (distance learning) travel from Hong Kong for Degree Ceremony

This year saw the first ever graduates
from a new distance learning masters
degree programme, the MA in
Marketing. This is offered to students
in Hong Kong and Singapore and
taught through a variety of methods
including the internet. Regular email
contact is maintained with tutors in
the UK, and several visits by those
tutors were made each year to discuss
students’ progress in face to face
tutorials.

Two of the graduates from the
programme flew from Hong Kong
especially to collect their awards.
Sharon Hsiao is a marketing
professional with particular expertise in
the mainland China market. Formerly
a Marketing and PR manager for
Walmart in China (the American
supermarket chain), she began her
study into marketing in 1996 taking
the Chartered Institute of Marketing’s

Certificate. This has culminated in her
award of MA, studied whilst working
full time. Assignments were completed
after a long day’s work, often at
midnight or later, but Sharon is
positive that the degree will open up
her career options.

Joseph Chan owns his own family
print and packaging business based in
Kowloon, Hong Kong. As a great
believer in the value of Continuing
Professional Development, he decided
to lead from the top and undertake a
further degree himself. He is very
definite about not asking his staff to do
something he wouldn’t consider doing
himself! He attended the degree
ceremony with his wife and two
daughters, the oldest of whom has just
graduated from an Australian
University with a degree in Marketing
and Accounting.

All the Way from Hong Kong for the

Surmmer (?) Graduation Ceremony!

From left, Roger Willetts (lecturer), Joseph
Chan, Sharon Hsiao and lecturer Chris Morgan

The British Council in Sri Lanka are
looking for any Sri Lankans who have
obtained qualifications from UCN.
They are hoping to create a directory of
all nationals who have studied in the
UK for ‘networking, reference,
employment purposes and
identification of probable consultants
in any given field'. If you would like to
be included, please contact Margaret de
Silva at the British Council , 49 Alfred
House Gardens, Colombo 00300, Sri
Lanka or email
margaret.desilva@britishcouncil.lk

BSc Human Biology student Junior
Anderson was selected this year to
represent Great Britain at the ISKA
World Karate Championships in
America. He has previously been
twice World Champion of the
International and Karate and Kick-
Boxing Council and is a 4th degree
black belt in Karate.

Dean Tallentire captained the English
Universities football team to victory at
the British Universities Games held at
Birmingham University. Having
represented less successful English
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BLC Leathersellers Research Centre at
UCN this June. This Centre, the result
of a collaboration between UCN'’s
British School of Leather Technology
and BLC Leather Technology Centre,
aims to optimise the research activities
of both organisations and strengthen
the research and development activities
undertaken in the UK on leather
technology and science for the world-
wide leather industry.

University teams in 1998 and 1999,
Dean commented “It was a great
feeling to have captained a victorious
team this time around.”

The Barclaycard Drawing Award 2000
was hosted by UCN in the Avenue
Gallery. Entries were received from
universities nationwide — one UCN
student received a commendation for
their work.

Mrs Anne Campbell MP opened the
Northampton News

For those of you who remember the
former Kettering Road Golf Course at
the back of Park-Camiaus, many
changes have taken place. The site is
now a nature reserve, managed by the
Wildlife Trusts. The Kettering Road
Golf Course was established in 1893,
The original farm on the land was
rented out but the close proximity
of the golf course made farming
increasingly difficult and it was
subsequently demolished. The barn,
however, remained and was used by
the golf club for storage purposes,
‘After the closure of the golf course in
1991 part of the land was-deyelog_e_-d
as a Safeway store and garage. The
establishment of Bradlaugh Fields as
a new. .anii-o._ggart of the former golf
course followed in 1995. This stone
barn is believed to date from the
eighteenth century and was probably
« part of Grange Farm. The site,

originally called Great Tythes, was
awarded to the Rev Edward Lockwood
under the Kingsthorpe enclosure act
of 1776. During the nineteenth
century, Kingsthorpe Lodge Farm (as it
was then known) was the home of the
Cox family, local farmers,

The bamn undergoing renovation
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Christopher Gardiner,
Cert Ed 73-76

Studied Geography and Games with
Aquatic Sports. Employed at the largest
residential school for children with
complex physical and mental learning
difficulties in the U.K. 130 children, 255
staffl Budget £6 million. Awarded M.B.E.
by H.M. The Queen in February of this
year. Married to Karen (née Bell), who also
attended Northampton 73 — 76. Would
love to hear from any of the 73 —~ 76
Geographers or members of the football
team!

Jim Culverhouse
Cert. Ed./B.Ed. 1974-77

On leaving College I obtained a post in my
old Secondary School in Harrow,
Middlesex. Whilst at the school I met and
subsequently married Kathy. We have two
sons, lain (19) and Philip (17). I left
teaching soon after the birth of lain and
moved into the field of Drug Company
Rep. T am now a Senior Teaching
Technician, employed by Imperial College
and working at the Field Station site in
Ascot. We live in Bracknell after moving
down from Harrow in 1980. I would like
to hear from anyone from my year
especially the die hard College bar
inhabitants (especially those Yorkshire lads
and lasses).

Angela Mary Huntley - Hawkins
(nee Cocks),
Cert Ed 74-77

I taught for 15 years full-time after
leaving Nene College. Then in 1992, I
married and since then have lived abroad,
due to husband’s job. I spent three and a
half years in Korea and am now in
Shanghai, again three and a half years up
to now. I am teaching English in a local
school.

Glen Cockroft, Combined Studies
Earth Science, 1976-79

Thank you for the copy of the Alumni
magazine which I enjoyed reading. I have
to say | am a little disappointed that the
old Nene College bit has been dropped, we
used to have fun arguing with the locals
about the pronounciation and being from
“up North” it will always be “Neeene” and
not “Nen” for me. I had three great years
studying for a BSc in Earth Science with a
bit of Biology, although I mostly remember
playing football (we had a great team in
78/79), and Volleyball(we won the cup in
the Beds volleyball league). Are both teams
still going ? Is Dr Kath Langley still there,
we are all very grateful for the time and
effort she put in with us especially in.
getting us up to scratch with the thin
sections. I am still in regular touch with a
couple of my old flatmates (we lived in
Talbot Road and then Rickyard Rd in the
Arbors)...Steve Whitehead and Robert
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they now?

Manson and we often reminisce on the
good times we had. As for careers we all
went into the oil industry (drilling) and
are all still involved in one form or
another. I think Dr Langley was a bit
suspicious when Steve, Rob and myself all
ended up answering the same questions in
our Earth Science finals and what more we
ended up with identical marks.... and the
same degree !! There was no cheating,
honest it was just that with living together
we tended to concentrate on and test each
other on the same subjects. I also
remember some great fieldtrips to Orielton
in S. Wales, Cornwall (with Kath
Langley)and not forgetting Daventry
bypass with Roger Bellshaw!!

We came back to College a few years ago for
Roger Bellshaw's retirement and
surprisingly soon slipped back into our old
ways...late nights, heavy drinking etc
unfortunately we had to miss out on the
womanising now we are all happily
married. The only problem was we couldn't
do the same again the night after. It was
also re-assuring to discover that miserable
Dave the barman was still there and still
only gave you 3 mins to finish your beer —
some things never change. Anyway thanks
for the memories and keep up the good
work. If anyone from my era is out there
please drop me an email on:

glencockroft@yahoo.com.

Dean Macfarlane, Cert Ed, 1976 - 79

I have just received the latest edition of
the alumni and was pleasantly surprised at
the mention of a few recognisable names.
The letter by Gary Quigley rekindled
memories of drunken stupors through the
years 1976 — 1979. 1 am presently
teaching at Holgate School, Barnsley, after
having taught at the Sir Christopher
Hatton School, Wellingborough. I have
fond recollections of my tutors such as
Colin Bradbury and of the many friends I
made. Where are they now? Terry Pettit,
Jim Renick, Stet Longdon, Tom Moran,
Anne Wright, Angie, Neil, Nick and all the
lads from the football team. I spent three
excellent years at Nene College and it
seems, looking back, that every day
brought with it a different adventure. I
always recount the days of football and
celebrations in the bar. We may not have
won every game but we celebrated
anyway. If I remember correctly, Colin
Bradbury was our manager.

I remember the end of term Balls. Bands
such as The Pretenders, UK Subs, Giggles,
The New York Dolls drove us into end of
term frenzy. Summers spent on the
tennis courts instead of the library. All
night kitchen parties and of course
teaching practice. Life seemed so much
simpler then? It doesn’t seem like 23
years ago! The memories are still vivid.
What are my peers doing now?

Robin Sellers, Combined Honours
Maths 77-80

I graduated from Nene in 1980 with BSc
(Hons) in Combined Studies and attended
reunijons in the early 80s, however I lost
touch since then. After graduation I
worked for Unigate Dairies, ICL Computers
and Sun Alliance in various Accounting
and Financial Controller positions,
followed, during the last eight years, by the
United Nations. With the United Nations I
originally worked in the UN peacekeeping
mission in Zagreb and Sarajevo during the
war in Yugoslavia, until 1996 when I
moved to the ICTY. ICTY - the
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia (commonly called the
War Crimes Court) is a subsidiary organ of
the Security Council of the UN and my
role here is as Financial Controller, looking
after the $120m budget of the Courts and
the Investigation and Prosecution of
indicted war criminals. Along the way I
have also been involved in the
establishment of and advising the UN
peacekeeping mission in Kosovo and also
the ICTY’s sister organisation, the
International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda.

Andrew Brennan, Combined
Honours English 81-84

1984 - 87 — worked in the Middlesex
Hospital in admin -but no moves to take
up teaching then.

1987 — applied to be an untrained teacher
in Zimbabwe, was accepted and went out
there until 1990, teaching English and
putting my drama experience from college
to use.

1990 - to present — married a New
Zealander I met in Africa, emigrated, went
through teacher training, have three lovely
daughters, including twins, and have been
a teacher since then, here in Wellington,
being appointed HOD just in November. I
am also the sole drama teacher here so you
can pass on to lan Spiby and Bob Godfrey
that T am still using techniques I learnt in
their classes. (I doubt if they even
remember me, 20 years down the track!!!)

Peter Goldsmith, BEd 82-85

Living and working in Thailand, “an
exotic place to live though Bangkok has
the somewhat dubious honour of being
the second most polluted city in the
world. Mexico City, I believe, is No. 1.”

Ian Watts BSc Combined Studies
(Geography, Earth Science and
Environmental Biology) 87-90

‘Since leaving Nene I worked for several
years as a Housing Manager for a series of
Housing Associations based in London. I
am presently a Property Manager for a
Managing Agent based in the City of
London and Docklands. I got married
two years ago and my wife Fiona is
expecting our first baby in October. I
would be interested in hearing from
anyone who remembers me !
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Damian Galvin

Class of 89: HND Combined
Engineering 1987 — 1989, Avenue
Campus

Desparately seeking Suzan! Turbo, Dougie,
Vicki. A few of the names that spring to
mind from all those years back are Douglas
Burnside, Daniel Conway, Jeremy Curtis,
Andrew Black (now in Banbury), Andrew
North, David North, Simon Cooper, Vicki
27?7, Mark Tomlinson, Dean ???, Phil
Hampton, Nick ???, Hovis Nobber plus a
host of others whose names escape me.

Message for Matt Thomas,
Combined Honours 1987 - 90.

Hi, T saw your message in the Nene
magazine regarding the possibility of a
reunion of NCMC members. I've just got
back from 6 months trekking in the
Indian Himalayas — Ladakh, Zanskar,
Dhauladahr etc so I've got some good
slides if you're interested in having a
show. Let me know if you get the reunion
off the ground, I'd love to see a few old
faces. I don’t check my e-mail as often as [
should so it might be quicker to write or
phone.

Cheers, Simon Bennett.
Combined honours Earth Science 87-90

Helen Swift, Geography,
Wastes Management and Energy
Management 1994-1997

Helen would like to get back in touch
with any contemporaries from her course.
Please contact via the Alumni Office

Kay Mayer (née Sykes), Combined
Honours Psychology, Sociology 93-96

[ lived with my husband who was in the US
air force on a US air force base called
Seymour Johnson AFB in Goldsboro, NC
until October of last year when my
husband separated from the air force and
we relocated to Naperville, Illinois just
outside of Chicago. [ work for an internet
start-up business called divine interVentures
which provides capital to internet
businesses. I work as a Human Resources
Representative. The Psychology degree
comes in handy for that sometimes!!! Nene
has provided me with some wonderful
memories. Unfortunately I have been
unable to maintain good contact with a lot
of my friends from Nene due to the great
distance involved, but if people there
remember me and wish to contact me 1
would be delighted. (The office holds Kay's
email address).

Andrew Cowling, BA Business
Studies 94-98

Since graduation in July 1997 I have been
working at Fujitsu Europe Ltd, where I
started as ‘Data and Product Co-ordinater’,
I am now ‘European Marketing
Communications Manager’ where my key
role is to develop and manage the
centralisation of all European Marketing
activities from the UK. At the moment in
the early stages my time is taken up
providing adhoc collateral to our
european colleagues and wising them to

the idea and concept that centralisation
will involve particularly emphasising the
economies of scale that will result and
ultimately the cost savings. It is a great
challenge and one where I find my degree
to be invaluable.

Fiona Gardner, BA Business Studies 94-98

Since graduating I started working for
emap plc, working in marketing on youth
magazines such as Smash Hits and then 1
moved onto music titles such as Q, Select
and Mojo. From thereon I worked on
FHM for 12 months. I have recently
started a new job in Chamonix France
working for a snowboarding and surfing
magazine as Marketing Manager.

Cover story - Richard Maltby, HND
Product Design 1995 - 97

UCN Graduate Richard Maltby is
currently working on a Teaching
Company Scheme with Airbus UK,
(formerly BAE Systems and British
Aerospace). He is working alongside
another member of the Manufacturing
Systems Engineering Department, on a
major project which will last for the next
16 months. Richard is developing a
tooling database for use by both the
engineering offices and the operators
building the aeroplane wings.

UCN received a good response when it
announced it would be entering into
Teaching Company Schemes with
Northamptonshire companies, in the last
issue of its Business Newsletter. A number
of proposals have been received and statf
are working towards a number of projects
being put together. If you are interested
in receiving more information on behalf
of your employer, please contact Cherry
Liell, Business Development Officer on
(01604) 735500.

Mark Harrison, MA Modern English
Studies - Gradunated with
Distinction 1997

Has been commissioned by the BBC to
produce a Documentary on the USA
where he is currently taking an advanced
writing course in New York.

Dawn Clayton, Combined Honours 95-98

Now Partnership and Promotions
Manager for Connex. Dawn supports
local promotions and third party
partnerships, writes the internal
marketing magazine, takes care of
Hercules (the database system for poster
displays at network stations) and is
“committed to attend company evenings
out. This involved lots of free booze and
food!”

Jason Stuart, Combined Honours
95-98, MSc Office Systems and Data
Communications 98-2000

Joined Northamptonshire’s SESAME business
development trip to Louisiana, USA

My involvement in the event developed
through the University College
Northampton. I was very pleased to be
selected to go out and work on the IBE. It
was invaluable international business

experience. My time out there was spent
matching British companies such as
Morrisflex, Testing International, Roade
International and UCN as well as other
overseas companies. The opportunity to
develop business relations across a broad
spectrum from businesses to educational
institutions was excellent. The British
delegation was able to meet with
companies as far a field as China to those
close to home, such as Spain, France and
Belgium. UCN was able to meet with
businesses from around the world and
educational institutions such as the
University of Moncton (Canada) and the
University of Louisiana (US).

Clifford Gillis - HNC Mechanical /
Production Engineering 98 - 2000

Clifford is now an Engineer at Perkins
Engines Co. Ltd. In Peterborough. At the
start of his HNC, Cliff was a
Manufacturing Engineer, and partly as a
result of his enrolment on the HND, he
was appointed as a member of Perkins
advancement team with a wide-reaching
brief to make Perkins’ production line the
most advanced diesel engine production
line in the world! This task is now
complete and Cliff has played a
prominent role in the project and in
particular has been involved in setting up
an Automatic Guided Vehicle network.

Paul Kirkland - HNC Mechanical /
Production Engineering, 98 - 2000
Paul is a toolmaker at British Timken. An
excellent student, he gained 8
distinctions and 2 merits in his HNC.

The course has given him a thirst for
knowledge and academic confidence. He
has decided to continue his study to HND
and then BSc level.

Dianne Saunders (née Nugent)
Dianne has just completed an MSc in
Landscape, Ecology, Design and
Management at Wye College (part of the
University of London). Dianne and her
husband run the Stone Oak Nursery at
Mersham. She originally studied at Nene
under the aegis of Moulton College.

Obituary

Henry Bird

born July 1909, died April 2000

Henry Bird, drawing tutor at the
former Northampton School of Art,
died on April 16 this year. A nationally
renowned artist and local celebrity (he
painted the vast fire curtain at the
Royal Theatre in Northampton and
panels in the chapels and churches at
Earls Barton, St Crispin, Denton and
Charwelton), he was, said “The Times’
Obituary “the very image of a “real”
artist, with a real artist’s studio in a vast
and dusty attic above a sort of
gentlemen’s club in the centre of
Northampton”.
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Where are

Mark Ferguson,
Combined Studies 1988-91

it

!
Training atit SATRA
Technology Centre
I studied at Nene from 1988-91 for a BA
Combined Studies degree in Drama,
English & American Studigs. By the time
I graduated I was also a 2 Dan black
belt (thanks to the College’s Wado Ryu
Karate Club) with, I admit, little idea of
what I wanted to do next.

'y A

The I\few Yor Marathon

After a year-and-a-half long spell with a
Northants law firm working as a
computer systems manager, I decided I
simply wasn'’t headed in the right
direction career-wise. The best thing
about my first ‘real’ job was that I had
met my ‘wife-to-be,” Karen, who also
worked at the firm, but I was determined
to find a role which had more of a
connection to my degree work.

During my holidays at UCN I had
worked as a sports instructor for Camp
America, the children’s US summer
camp programme, and, after a few
weeks of travelling in Egypt, I decided
to return to Pennsylvania for another
stint of riot control with unruly
American teenagers while deciding
what to do with my life.

On my return to the UK I made the
decision to get into journalism and,
after a brief spell working with a local
newspaper, signed up for a year-long
MA degree course in Mass
Communications at Leicester
University. This was to help me
understand how news worked as an
international means of communication,
and also prepared me for some of the
rigours of a busy news office.

After my newest graduation I
experienced two extremely hectic years
in both my business and personal life.
In the first instance I joined a Milton
Keynes-based publishing company as a
journalist on three trade titles for the
travel and food industries. My job was
busy to say the least, involving

they now?

extensive travel and reporting
throughout Europe. However, after
several rapid promotions, I became
editor of the company’s titles and
settled comfortably into the role.

In November 1998 the greatest
moment of my life to date occurred.
Karen, by now Mrs Ferguson, gave birth
to our son, Lewis. Beyond my
amazement at the arrival of this tiny,
noisy person, I remember being
immensely impressed by the
professionalism of Kettering General
Hospital’s maternity staff, who had
been incredibly supportive in the lead
up to the birth, and had now helped us
in the delivery of a healthy baby boy.

I changed jobs again — this time
becoming editor of Footwear Business
International, the flagship title for a
Kettering-based Research & Technology
Centre called SATRA. The magazine is
read in over 70 countries and I was
once again involved in a busy schedule
of writing and travelling. After several
trips to the Continent, I lined up a
visit to Boston in November ‘99, with
the purpose of interviewing key figures
at a number of sports companies,
including Reebok.

I also tagged some holiday onto the end
of my trip to meet up with some family
and friends in New York. The reason?
Well, in part it was a great opportunity
to celebrate Lewis’ first birthday in style,
but it also gave me the chance to
achieve a lifetime’s ambition and run in
the New York City Marathon.

Why did I want to do this? There were
quite a few reasons I guess. I was about
to turn 30 in December and I wanted
to see if I was still fit — (spookily
enough this was also the 30" NYC
marathon). I'd always wanted to put
my running to the test in a ‘real’ event,
and this was also an ideal way of saying
‘thank you’ to Kettering Hospital by
raising money for its Maternity Ward.

Race Day started cold. The scene was
an army camp on Staten Island, just
south of Manhattan, where 30,000
runners from around the world had
gathered to shiver and wait for the start
of the race at 10:50am on Sunday, 7th
November 1999.

The marathon began with a bang, as the
army fired a starting canon which was
so loud, thousands of runners ducked
simultanecusly before realising what it
was. The first stage involved crossing the

impressive two-mile long Verrazano-
Narrows Suspension Bridge, which links
Staten Island to Brooklyn. This provided
a stunning view of the city skyline while
also exposing runners to the full blast of
the day’s freezing weather.

Once the initial nervousness of starting
the race was over, 1 was surprised to
find that it is actually possible to enjoy
running in a marathon. A large part of
the credit for this has to go to the two-
and-a-half million spectators who lined
the streets to support us with handouts
of drinks, sweets, and motivational
cries of - *Keep going, you're looking
great! By mile 19 I think there was a
strong element of sarcasm creeping into
this because many of us actually looked
close to death.

The last five miles were the hardest I
had ever run. My legs started sending
strange messages to my brain, like hey,
normal people aren’t designed to run
26 miles, just stop and eat doughnuts.
Central Park loomed into sight, its
unnatural greenery in the middle of
endless skyscrapers telling me that the
end was near. I was spurred on by the
bravery of a blind athlete I witnessed
being led by a fellow runner.

The finish line finally appeared and
power returned to my legs — I crossed
with a tremendous sense of
achievement. Six months of training
and [ had finally finished my first
marathon in just over four-and-a-half
hours. With the medal around my neck
and wrapped in a silver insulation
blanket, I gratefully found my gang of
supporters at the family reunion point.

Mark with wife Karen and son Lewis at the end of
the race

Four days later we celebrated Lewis’
first birthday by taking him to the
children’s zoo in Central Park, where
he toddled around happily, staring in
wide-eyed awe at goats and the like. To
those who haven't visited The Big
Apple, I'd recommend it as a place that
you'll be hard pressed to forget, and if
you plan on running the marathon —
don'’t forget to wrap up warm!”
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Widening participation into higher education

Addressing the social
imbalance in higher education

In line with government and regional policies to increase the representation of all social classes in higher education, UCN has set up a Widening Participation Unit
with the Northamptonshire Federation for Further and Higher Education. Other members of the Federation are the four Further Education Colleges, the County
Council and the Chamber of Commerce in the county. Initially focussing on a three year project, the Widening Participation Unit will work closely with schools,
colleges and other communities within Northamptonshire to target and encourage individuals who have the academic potential (but no family tradition) to progress
on to higher education. The activities undertaken with schoolchildren and their teachers are designed to raise aspirations, motivation and confidence for these
potential students and to highlight the benefits of continuing in education. By removing barriers and providing clear and accessible information on the issues
surrounding student life, it is hoped that local individuals can make informed decisions that will provide a foundation for their future academic life and career.
Initially, the Unit will build links with years 9 to 13 within over 10 Northamptonshire schools and colleges, offering a range of innovative and interesting activities
tailored specifically for each organisation. For further information, contact Georgia Collins, Director of the Widening Participation Unit on (01604) 735500

Judy Wood,
Combined Honours grad
1994 and MA Modern
English Studies (with
Distinction), 1995-1998

5 B,
Judy Wood

Judy Wood is a former UCN student currently
undertaking a PhD in Literature with the
University of Birmingharn. Her education is an
inspiration to all those who come back to
education as mature students, and to those who
do not come from backgrounds traditionally
taking up university places. She came into the
Marketing Office in July to tell her story.

As a local girl ? "I'm Northampton born and
bred and proud of it" ? Judy has been
educated all her life in the town. Her
passion for reading and writing has been
long standing. "From the age of seven, |
wanted to be a journalist, but I never got
there. Tused to do articles for the church
magazine. The vicar used to send me off on
little assignments! I came from an
underprivileged background, the youngest of
five children, and lived in a council house in
Weston Favell village. We never had books
in the house when I was growing up. [
asked for a book every year at Christmas and
always got an Annual, but it wasn’t what 1
wanted."

After leaving school at 16, the road back to
education was a long one for Judy. She
followed the “expected” life for someone of
her gender, generation and background;
married, settled down and raised a family.
Many years later, her doctor (a poet himself)
recommended that she take an evening class
to help cure a depressive illness. Judy took
his advice, enrolled on an “A” level in
English literature at Northampton College
and resurrected her passion for the subject.
Still lacking confidence, however, it was to be
another 10 years before she was able to pluck
up the courage to take her education further
and begin studying for her first degree. "I
didn’t think that it was for me" she says,
That step onto a degree finally came about
through Judy’s job. "I was working as a
support assistant at Weston Favell Upper
School, 1love working with young people.
Out of the blue one evening, 1 saw an advert
for Nene and thought “I wonder if 1 could
do this. It was an inner drive. [ felt at home
working in an educational environment and
this made me realise that I could do it. That
was the initial trigger. I knew there was
more to learn and I wanted that education."
Her BA in Combined Honours was followed
closely by the MA in Modern English
Studies.
Judy’s dissertation was entitled “Narrative

Dis-Positions in American Fiction”.(Studying
the relationship between Blacks and Jews in
male Amercian fiction) So how did she
come to this unusual choice of subject
matter of her MA and PhD? "There’s a story
toit!" Feeling out of place at school, in a
year group from a predominantly “middle-
class” background, she struck up a
friendship with a Jewish girl in her class,
who was also an outsider. Judy spent a lot
of time with her friend’s family, and learnt a
great deal about the culture and history of
the Jewish people, To this day, they are still
best friends. But it was whilst researchin'g an
essay on Toni Morrison’s novel “Beloved
that she came across the work of Paul Gilroy
and his work, “The Black Atlantic”. One
single quotation started it, all stemming
from Gilroy’s observations about literature
on the Holocaust enlightening his own
enquiries into "the uncomfortable location
of blacks within modernity, It seems
appropriate to ask at this point why many
Blacks and Jews have been reluctant about
initiating such a conversation." 22000
words and a PhD followed.
Sketching a brief history of the relationship
between Jews and Blacks in twentieth
century America, Judy contends that the
influence of Macarthyism in the 1930's and
40's, Hitler’s actions over the same period
and the human rights movement in the
1960’s brought these two oppressed groups
together through the necessity of survivall.
Jewish money helped to develop and sustain
their political affiliations. Throughout the
first half of the twentieth century, Jews were
silent funding partners leading up to and
including the American Civil Rights
movement in the 1960's. This closer
relationship continued until the  Arab-
Israeli Six Day War. Since that time, the
relationship has mostly been characterised
by hostility and suspicion. Judy explains: "l
dipped into the literature to find out if there
was an answer to Gilroy's rhetorical
question. There has to be a reason why the
relationship crumbles when outside threats
to these groups recede. In America, Jews
and Blacks have been brought together
strategically at a cost. My research suggests
that the distinction between identification
and differentiation is a fine line when Blacks
and Jews unite. Psychologically, this risks
“denying their differences” and two into one
just won't go. When interracial tensions
between these ethnic minorities are at their
height, this is the moment when these
roups are “being themselves”. Ironically,
rom a psychoanalytic perspective, when
this relationship seems to be most wrong,
this is in fact wswn it is most right. But [
want Lo argue that it doesn’t have to be in
an antagonistic way. [ went to a Holocaust
conference three years ago in London and I
realised | was walking on eggshells by
linking Blacks and Jews. I don’t think either

group consciously realised why, but there
was a definite atmosphere when they were
being linked together. This goes beyond the
obvious “oppressed” status. The history of
these two groups, their affiliations and
similarities has been well documented.
Wherever they've gone, the Jews and the
Blacks have been singled out and victimised.
There are still ghettoes. They have been
thrust together and this has its roots in their
political struggles for equality. But it’s not
an easy alliance. It was not out of choice
but necessity that these groups forged a
friendship. But what might seem a logical
unity at a conscious level is untenable for
the unconscious. We cannot ignore the
psychological dimension of this
“relationship”.

The Distinction she gained for her MA
overall and the dissertation in particular was
a real incentive for further study. "l knew the
dissertation was good. | knew there was an
originality about it. But I didn’t know how
good it was. I was over the moon." Her
PhD, for which she was accepted without
interview, will follow on from Judy’s MA
work but will concentrate on the literary
representation of this relationship through
the women's perspectives. "There is a
different conversation going on between the
women. There is what has been termed an
“ethics of respect” for difference. The men’s
conversation is “OK we can work together,
we are the same”. I want to use the women
to show the way forward; that successful
interracial relationships between these
groups can be sustained.”

15 years after her return to education, Judy
is proud of what she has achieved. "UCN
has been good to me and very good for me.
I came here as a mature student without
confidence. To have achieved what [ have
achieved is wonderful. The tutors were so
supportive. They used to send me cuttings
through the post which touched on aspects
of my study! Ilook back and I am amazed
at how I moved from one quote to a 22,000
word thesis." Her advice to others who do
not feel as if they will fit into university
education is: " Let them know it’s there for
them too, whatever their backgrounds. Go
for it, grab it. I felt really privileged when I
first came here, I'm passionate about the
place and about my subject."

Judy has now done some teaching at UCN
and hopes to continue her involvement in
the education of others. "[ust seeing those
students come in on day one knowing little
and go out at the end of their studies having
learnt and achieved so much is just
wonderful and so fulfilling. Ultimately, |
want to write, [ want to publish. Education
has opened up a whole new world for me.
My family don’t know what to make of me!
It's been a tremendous experience. I just
wish now that I was 10 years younger!"
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Drama Reunion 2000

Over 200 ex-students and staff dating back
to 1976 joined current drama staff in a
celebration of 25 years of drama at UCN -
formerly Nene College. In a festively
decorated Avenue Main Hall, where most of
us ex-students only ever sat examinations,
old friendships were rekindled with much
hugging, kissing, shouting of "Oh No It's
you!", and the ubiquitous "What HAVE you
been doing?" The Student Union provided a
magnificent buffet and ran the bar in the
crowded foyer - a good chance for us all to
catch up with Dawn who must have served
everybody before, when the were originally
studying here. Speeches were made, gifts
given to Bob Godfrey - whose retirement this
year prompted this unique event - and tears
flowed with fond remembrances and much
hilarity. After all too fleeting a time during
which it was impossible to talk to all
assembled, the marigolds were out and it was
time to clear up. Those that lingered were
press-ganged into taking home the left-overs
(Fudge cake at lam anyone?) for the
numerous personal little get-togethers taking
place in hotel rooms and houses around the
area.

Carl Kirk, Technical Tutor in Drama

Bob Godfrey emailed his own thoughts to
staff and students who could not be there:
“To all colleagues, from alpha '75 to omega

2000 - Greetings! Just to let you know that
after 25 years of subject leadership in
Drama, with many other side lines, side
effects, elective responsibilities, 'roles',
chairings, parings and a lot of just 'jobs’, 1
am retiring from full-time work at the
College from this September. Since Drama
celebrated this 25 years with a major
'shindig' last Saturday when over 200
alumni ('75 to '99) and former and present
colleagues assembled in reunion there are
no further plans for a 'leaving' do. So, in
the spirit of the new e-age I though I'd say
goodbye this way to Everyone who knows
me (and | guess, a good number who don't)
- And to say thanks to you all for all the
care, help, debate, fun, pleasure and general
'collegiacy' which has come my way. And, in
Douglas Adams's mystic way, - So long, and
thanks for all the fish!l! Bob”

Spot the difference —
staff and students back
at Avenue

The shy and retiring Bob |
Godfrey at his farewell
reunion

UCN student wins showcase
industry prize with paper sculptures

University College Northampton Graphic
Communications graduate Julie Donnelly has
been awarded the paper industry’s showcase
award for the best student work of 1999. Her
brilliant paper sculpture on the Architecture of
Barcelona impressed the judges so much, they
changed the traditional judging criteria to
accommodate it! Their feedback stated:
“Ordinarily, the winning entry in the past has
been a design concept that with minimal
attention could be put into production, this
year the winning entry was chosen because of
the artistic skill clearly in evidence with these
two pieces of paper sculpture. The real quality
is in seeing the products, detail which cannot
be captured in a photograph. A stunning
effort.” Julie was presented with her prize at an
Awards Ceremony in the Grosvenor House
Hotel, Park Lane, by gardening personality
Charlie Dimmock.

Julie, who was educated at Netherhall School
in Cambridge first became interested in paper
sculpture when she won a scholarship to
spend three months studying at the University
of Philadelphia. Of her introduction to the
medium, she says “it fascinated me. From
then on, I continued it. I enjoy it so much
that it just comes naturally. ” She was
delighted with her award — as she commented
“I've always put 110% into my work and its
nice to have people appreciate it!”

Julie is currently working with creative design
agency Blue Green as a graphic designer in
Bedford

International Anne Frank exhibition visits UCN

An international exhibition, ‘Anne Frank: A History for Today', visite
stop at UCN was part of a tour of UK universities, and the exhibition was accompanied b
Educational Trust, who was on hand to answer questions.

‘Anne Frank: A History for Today'

d the Gallery at Avenue Campus in March and April this year. The
a German student, trained by the Anne Frank
addresses issues surrounding the history of

the Holocaust from the perspective of Anne Frank and her family. The exhibition brirlc%s equal opportunities issues up to date with a

section entitled ‘In Britain Today’. The Anne Frank Educational Trust UK was launche
Equal Opportunities Coordinator at UCN Issa Norton said : “It has been a privilege to be part of a team that has worked
It gives us all an opportunity to reflect on history and put into context what is still

Frank House.

hard to bring this important exhibition to UCN.,

happening around us today.”

in 1991 as a British sister organisation of the Anne

THE MAN FROM UNRWA

{United Nations Relief and Works Agency)

Ramadan Al-Omari, currently undertaking the
MA in Accounting and Consultancy at UCN, is
Chief of the Budget Division for UNRWA which
has an annual budget of around $350 million.
Its main purpose is to look after the interests of
Palestinian refugees in the Middle East.
Ramadan was interviewed by UNRWA about
his extraordinary life and achievements.

Ramadan Al-Omari was born in a tent in
Beach Camp (Al-Shatii, Gaza strip) in the
summer of 1950, the eldest of a family of
seven children.

His father was a casual labourer doing any
work that would enable him to earn a day-
to-day living to feed a family of 11,
including his illiterate parents. "I received
my basic education in UNRWA school in
Gaza Beach Camp. I was extremely lucky,
through UNRWA's Relief Services Officer, to
be exempted from a fee of four Egyptian
Pounds payable on joining the secondary
school in Gaza. It would have been
virtually impossible for my year Business
and Office Practice course at UNRWA's
Kalandia Training Centre. It was accidental;
I neither applied for it, nor was it my desire.
At the end of the two years, I ranked first in

the course. It was while I was employed at
Kalandia that I was able to enrol at
university as an external student and to
obtain a degree in Accounting." At the age
of 19, Ramadan became Instructor of
Accounts.

"For the first time since the Palestinian
plight in 1948, my family started to receive
a decent income. To earn something like jD
40.000 per month was a very large amount
for my family and me. I was able to
support the whole family and have a decent
life myself."

In March 1977, Ramadan became Training
Officer for the Kuwait Oil Company, and
shortly afterwards obtained an area staff
post with UNRWA GAZA Field Office.

Through hard work and dedication, 1
managed to get a job at the Vienna HQ,
where I became an international staff
member and now I hold the post of Chief,
Budget Division.

While pursuing my career, I married and
now have eight children. What [ was
deprived of, I am able to provide for them.
Currently I have three children at
university. Another son recently graduated
with a degree in computer science. [ have
two married daughters, one a university

graduate in business administration and the
other holds a diploma in business and office
practice from UNRWA’s Ramallah Womenis
Training Centre. My other two younger
children (a thirteen year old girl and a
twelve year old boy) are currently studying
at UNRWA preparatory schools in Gaza.

When 1 look back, I find life has been tough
but enjoyable. Everything has been
achieved through hard work and serious
commitment. Iam proud of my
achievements as [ was able to rise from the
ashes and not only to survive myself, but to
raise a big family. All my younger brothers
were able to receive a university education
through my financial support and the
family commitment I had towards them.
My father died with dignity after seeing his
children grow up as highly educated
individuals, something that he could not
achieve for himself. I was able to sustain
this difficult life only through the assistance
provided by UNRWA to the displaced
refugees.

NB. To keep it in the family, Ramadan’s son
has now applied for the MSc Office Systems
and Data Communications.
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